
 

BRITISH BARCELONA CLUB ς MESSAC NATIONAL 2010 

 
On the 22nd May the British Barcelona Club was at Messac with 263 members sending 1,966 birds which is a 
lower turnout than normal for our Messac National but a lot higher than expected as unfortunately our race 
clashed with the National Flying Clubs St Malo National. This was not an ideal scenario for either organisation 
and I know both committees will liase with all other organisations and endeavour to avoid similar clashes in the 
future.  
Once again everything proceeded well at all three marking stations except for Walkern where Edna Shepherd 
rang me to apologise as she had forgotten to run the marking station raffle. Not that Christine Broom from the 
Isle of Wight was worried as she was lucky enough to win the prize of a young bird which has been entered in 
this yearΩs Somerset One Loft race. Do not worry if you did not buy tickets as you will all still have the 
opportunity to buy tickets at future race markings with the possibility to win an identical prize. For those 
fanciers who use the excellent facilities at Walkern then IΩm sure Edna would welcome a gentle reminder at the 
Poitiers marking. Once again there was a lucky winner of £100 in the Basket Sponsorship Scheme this was won 
by Bristol fanciers Nick Carter and daughter who IΩm sure will put the money to good use.  
 

 

 
Richard holding his National winner 

 
Richard in front of his loft 

  
Onto the Messac race where with temperatures 
forecast to be high an early liberation was considered 
the best option for the birds well being so the 
convoyer Nigel Rigiani liberated at 06.45 into clear 
blue skies and a light East North Easterly wind. This 
East in the wind was always going to favour those in 
the West of the country and it was the Channel Islands 
who came out on top with Richard Mauger of St 
Sampsons in Guernsey timing two excellent pigeons 
close together to take 1st and 2nd Section H, 1st and 
2nd Open.  
 
Richard is no stranger to success having previously 
won the BBC Bordeaux National in 1997 and the BBC 
Lamballe Young Bird National in 2000.  
 
His first pigeon was a chequer hen whose preparation 
consisted of two 28mile training tosses, a 60mile club 
race and then won last weekΩs club race from Messac 
which to Richard is a distance of 119 miles. She is a 
Janssen x Jan Arden and was flown on the roundabout 
system. 
 
His second bird is a blue cock which is a grandson of 
his BBC Bordeaux winner (Misty Lady) he had also 
done the same training and races as the first bird. 
Only the best food as all birds are fed on Versele-Laga 
corn mainly based on Gerry Plus. 
 

 



1st Section B and 3rd Open ς was the Crewkerne ace 
fancier Mike Staddon who also had a marvellous race 
from St Malo with the NFC where he has provisionally 
finished 1st Section and 7th Open what a marvellous 
weekend for Mike. 
 

His first bird named άtƛǇŜǊέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊō ŎƻŎƪ ŀƭƭ 
his racing life, winning 1sts as a young bird, as a 
yearling and as a two year old. But this is his best yet.  
He has flown Vire BBC 2010, 6th bird home before 
going to Messac. Obviously the Vire race put him spot 
on for Messac.  He was paired up at the beginning of 
February, as were all his race team, and reared one 
pair of young birds.  His hen was taken away when the 
young birds were 15 days old and not re-paired before 
racing to hold the moult, and has been on widowhood 
ever since.   
 

 
 

 
Mike Staddon holding άPiperέ 

He is a medium size cock and is pretty well a pure Hofkens pigeon, going back to the very best bloodlines of 
!ƴŘǊŜ wƻƻŘƘƻƻŦǘΣ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳΦ  {ƛǊŜ ƻŦ άtƛǇŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴŘǊŜ woodhooft, Nat winner given to Mike as a 
present by his great friend Sheldon Leonard, and his dam was an 03 hen bred by Sheldon,.  This pair bred Mike a 
lot of winners, thanks again to Sheldon.  All his racers are flown on pure widowhood, rear one pair of ybs or sit 
one pair of eggs and then they are parted, but are never re-paired to stop the moulting of the flights.  He sent 
16 cocks to Messac and got 14 on the day and none have dropped any flights, which I think is extremely 
important.  He feeds ά9ƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ tƭǳǎέ ŀƴŘ ά/ƻƴŎƻǊŘŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ! 9 James & Son of Bristol, which he mixes 
differently for different types of races, to which he always adds good barley.  He also uses the herbal products 
ŦǊƻƳ άIƛƭǘƻƴ IŜǊōǎέ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ finds is a great aid and also practices natural immunity and his 
pigeons never receive any treatments, if sick, they get disposed of. 

 
 

 
 

Paul Mauger outside his loft with son Mason 
 

 
3rd and 4th Section H, 4th and 5th Open ς it was kept in 
the family on Guernsey with Paul Mauger also timing 
two birds to take 4th and 5th Open. 
 

His first bird was a blue Gaby Vandenabeele cock of 
Benetton x Devon lines both parents were purchased 
from M+D Evans. The second bird was a chequer pied 
hen she is a Van Geel , both her parents were 
purchased from Jeff Woodfield of Wittekop Lofts, 
both birds were flown on the roundabout system and 
fed on gem corns. 
 
Preparations for these birds were two 60mile races 
and a 120 mile race prior to this race; both birds had 
been consistent in all three races. 
 

 
2nd Section B and 5th Open ς was Blandford fancier C A J Riley who timed a four year old chequer cock to take 
5th Open ς unfortunately details of this bird have not arrived at the deadline to go to press. 

 
 



 
Bill Stribling, Mervyn Gray and Phil Newton all 

members of Clevedon and Wraxall pigeon racing clubs 
who had a field day in Section C of the  

BBC Messac National. 

1st Section C and 7th Open ς was Bill Stribling of 
Weston Super Mare with blue white flight cock the 
sire is bred by Ken Hine of Hayes Middlesex and the 
dam is a Staff Van Reet cross bred by club mate Phil 
Newton. He was sent to the race re-paired after 
previously been flown on the roundabout system. The 
birds are fed mainly on gem concord mix.         
2nd Section C and 8th Open ς were BillΩs club mates  
 David Wyatt and Mervyn Gray of Wraxall Nr Bristol 
who timed a 2year old blue Janseen cock bred by Ron 
Davies of Bristol. This bird was first to home to the loft 
last week in the club race from Bedhampton to win 
2nd in the Clevedon SRFC. This bird is flown on the 
widowhood system and was shown his hen before 
basketing. In this loft the race birds are fed on gem 
sprint mix and gem super widowhood.    

4th Section C and 10th Open ς was yet again another club mate Phil Newton of Weston Super Mare with a blue 
cock flown on the natural system sent sitting 6 days. He is a grandson of a chequer cock that won 1st section 
3rd open in the BBC Palamos race in 2003 for Phil. The birds are fed on Country Wide super widowhood mix 
with beans and peas added as required. 
 
3rd Section C and 9th Open ς were the in form Geoff 
and Catherine Cooper who timed a yearling hen called 
άLuŎƪȅέ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƴƛƴǘƘ ƻǇŜƴΦ ά[ǳŎƪȅέ earned 
her name by surviving a hawk attack returning from 
the NFC young bird race. This season Geoff has been 
racing a small team of hens with a view to sending 
them to one of the long distance Nationals.    
ά[ǳŎƪȅέ ǿŀǎ ǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŎƻŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
the season then when she had been sitting eggs for 
several days she was moved into a section just for the 
racing hens.  The hens see the cocks for a couple of 
hours prior to the race and when they return, they 
return to the section they were paired up in and stay 
with their cocks for a couple of hours. 
As a young bird she had three channel races plus club 
racing. 
IŜǊ {ƛǊŜ ƛǎ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ άCŀǊƳ .ƻȅέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ hƴŜέ 
ǘǿƻ ƻŦ DŜƻŦŦΩǎ ǘƻǇ ǊŀŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 5ŀƳ ƛǎ 
άaƛǎǎ tŀǳέ ǿƘƻ ŦƭŜǿ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ tŀǳ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎ ŀ 
ȅŜŀǊƭƛƴƎΦ  άaƛǎǎ tŀǳέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ ŘŀƳ ƻŦ άwƛŘƎŜέ 
who won the section from Messac in the CSCFC last 
ǿŜŜƪΦ  άaƛǎǎ tŀǳέ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ άaƛǎǎ {ƻƳŜǊǎŜǘέ 
who won the Somerset Cup in the NFC and she is a 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ hƴŜέΦ 
 ά[ǳŎƪȅέ Ƙŀǎ winning birds in every line of her pedigree 
on both ƘŜǊ {ƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƳΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ άƭƛƪŜ ōǊŜŜŘǎ ƭƛƪŜέΣ 
we should expect to see more top performances from 
this hen in the future. 
 

 



 
John Gerard and Vince McConnell 

3rd and 4th Section B, 11th and 12th Open ς were Poole 
fanciers R & V McConnell a father and son partnership 
who have been racing pigeons for 20 years. Now days 
the father is just responsible for the stock birds only 
helping son Vincent with the race team when they 
need to be taken to marking for the big races. Vince is 
the race team manager responsible for the team of 40 
Hartogs which this year are being flown on the 
roundabout system. These Hartogs were obtained 
from good friend John Gerard and continually stand 
the test of time as many other strains have been tried 
and tested against them and fallen to the wayside. 
John advises that these Hartogs will race out to 500 
miles but at the present we are happy to race out to 
Saintes which is 350 miles. 

Vince keeps feeding simple with only barley being given during the winter and mixes his own for racing as he 
believes the feeding to be one of the most important aspects for successful pigeon racing. The birds are never 
broken down and given clean water every day apart from Sunday when a canker treatment is given and multi 
vitamins on the Wednesday. 
 
5th Section B and 13th Open ς was another Crewkerne 
partnership Mr and Mrs Brian and Christine Frost who 
have been successfully racing pigeons for as many 
years as I can remember. They were one of the first 
fanciers I became acquainted with back in 1985 when 
they reported one of my first youngsters which I duly 
collected.  
 

They timed a lovely blue chequer Van Loon x 
Busschaert cock flown on the roundabout system. 
Previous to the BBC Messac race he had three races 
with the West of England South Road Combine and 
Messac with the Central Southern Classic. 
 

 

 
Mr & Mrs B Frosts 13th Open Winner 

 

 

 
David Ellams of Telford 

1st Section E and 14th Open ς winning Section E we 
have the well known Telford fancier David Ellams who 
timed a four year old chequer white flighted 
widowhood cock. This racing machine has achieved 
the following results. 1st club 6th fed Messac....55th 
Open MNFC Fougeres 3,987 birds....7th sec 106th 
Open NFC Messac 6,902 birds....7th sec 157th Open 
NFC Alencon 7,476 birds and is the Grandson of άDavy 
Lad 42861έ who won 1st sec 11th Open NFC Saintes 
4,225 birds....1st sec 15th Open NFC Saintes 487 miles 
3,387 birds.... 11th sec 141st Open Nantes NFC 10,150 
birds....75th Open MNFC Le Ferte Bernard 7,192 birds. 
The birds here fly basic widowhood and fly 1 Hr 
morning and 1 Hr in the evening. If the birds are not 
exercising well then they have a 20-30 mile training 
toss. Birds are fed Marimans Super widowhood mix. 


